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District 

(i) 0.63 nvn 

(ii) 1.6 mm 

G.C. Sheets 

(i) 0.63 mm 

(ii) 1.6 mm 

Plant Load Factors In power Plants 

8749. SHRI SOBHANADREESWARA 
RAO VADDE: Will the Minister 01 POWER 
AND NON· CONVENTIONAL ENERGY 
SOURCES be pleased to state: 

(a) the thermal power stations which 
have given highest planlload lactors during 
1989-90.1990-91 and 1991-92; and 

Year Name 01 the Station 

1989-90 Vijayawada 

1990-91 Vijayawada 

1991-92 Singrauli 

(brAn Incentive Scheme for better per· 
formance of thermal power stations is con· 
tinued for rewarding thermal power stations 
to foster the COl"fl)8lltion spirI among the 
thermal power stations of the Country. As 
per the scheme cash aw3lds are given toO. 
M. personnel, medals to power station 
Incharges W shieJc;s for the power station 
managementIBoards. 

Site 

2 

17736 

13560 

17797 

13622 

(b) the steps taken to encourage the 
woltters 01 these plants to achieve higher 
plant load factors? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE 
MINISTRY OF POWER AND NON CON
VENSTIONAL ENERGY SOURCES (SHRI 
KALP NATH RAI): (a) Thermal power sta· 
tions which have given the highest plant load 
factor during 1989-91 and 1991-92 are as 
under: 

PLF (%) 

80.9 

83.8 

17.9 

[ Trans/ation ) 

Development of Airport .nd CoII.pM of 
Aerobridge 

8750. PROF. RASA SINGH RAWAT: 
WUI the Minister 01 CIVil AVIATION AND 
TOURISM be pleased to state: 
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(b). Does not <lrise. 
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Adulteration In Food Hems 

(c) Constraint of resources. 

[English} 

Nickel in Chocolates 

9025. SHRI M.R. KADAMBUR 
JANARTHANAN: Will the Ministerof HEALTH 
AND FAMILY WELFARE be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Indian Chocolates contain 
traces of nickel, carcigonic substance as 
residue; and 

(b) if so, the steps taken by the 
Government to protect the health of children 
from -the hazards of consuming such 
chocolates? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND FAMILY 
WELFARE (SHRIMATI D.K. THARADEVI 
SIDDHARTHA): (a) and (b). Environ~ntal 
Research Laboratory, Lucknow, which is a 
small private laboratory, has screened a few 

. saflllies of chocolates and reported that 
they show higher nickel content in chocolates. 
However, the result of samples of chocolates 
analysed at the National Institute oj Nutrition, 
Hyderabad, a permanent research centre 
underthe Indian Council of Medical Research, 
have been found to be in agreement with 
values reported from Denmark i.e. with a 
mean figure of 1.26 mglKg. Latest report of 
WHO has mentioned that there is lack of 
evidence of a carcinogenic rick from oral 
exposure of nickel. In fact, nickel has been 
shown as an essential trace metal in some 
plants and bacterial enzymes. Based on this 
information, the National Institute of Nutrition, 
Hyderabad, has opened that there is no 
need to lay down any maximum limit of nick<:!1 
in chocolate. 

9026. SHRI SOBHANADREESWARA 
RAO VADDE: Will the Minister of HEALTH 
AND FAMIL YWELFARE be pleased to state: 

(a) whether the Government have 
received any representations from the small 
retail trat':lers in respect of adulteration in 
food items; 

(b) if so, the details thereof; and 

(c) the corrective steps taken/proposed 
to be taken thereon? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND FAMILY 
WELFARE (SHRIMATI D.K. THARADEVI 
SIDDHARTHA): (a) to (c). The Small Scale 
Retailer's Association have represented to 
the Govt. for curbing adulteration of food at 
the source to protect the retailers. 

The Food Health Authorities of States! 
UTs have been advised to lay more stress in 
sampling of food at the level of wholesalers 
and manufactures. Adequate provisiens-also 
exist under the PFA Act, 1954 to safeguard 
the interest of the retailers in cases where 
adulteration has been done at the source. 

Reservation In Admission 

9027. SHRI RAM NARAIN BERWA: 
Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE 
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state: 

{al whether res.lrvation in admission in 
private schools has been made compulsory 
in Delhi; and 

(b) if so, the details thereof? 

THE MINISTER OF HUMAN 
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT (SHRI 
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accusacl and is actively pursuing it. 

As per available information, the Court 
of the Chief Judicial Magistrate had issued 
summons to the nine accused includng the 
Union Carbide Corporation, U.S.A. for 
appearance in the Court. The company 
having failed to appear, the Court has inter-
alia ordered attachment of aU movable and 
invnovable properties of U.G.C. in India and 
attachment of U.G.C. propel1y worth 50.9% 
in Union Carbide India ltmited. 

Supply of Coal by China 

9265. SHRI SOBHANADREESWARA 
RAO VADDE: Will the Minister of COAL be 
pleased to state: 

(a> whether China is willing to supply 
coaVcoke at cheaper prices as coi11>ared to 
the prices at which it is already supplied by 
other countries; and 

(b) if so, the steps proposed to be taken 
to IfTllOrt CoaVCoke from China in terms of 
qUCVltity and the likely value of the same? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF COAL' (SHRI S.B. 
NYAMAGOUDA>: (a> No such offer was 
made by the Chinese delegation during 3rd 
meeting of India-China Joint Group meeting 
on Economic relations, Trade, Science & 
Technology held in New Delhi on 12th and 
13th December, 1991. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Tenders for DDA Projects 

9266. SHRI MADAN LAl KHURANA: 
Will the Minister of URBAN DEVELOPMENT 
be pleased te state: 

(a) the criteria laid down for inviting 
tenders for various projects in DDA; 

(b) the nurroerofworks awarded during 
the last there years and total values of the 
works with particulars of the contractors; 

(c)whetherCOl\l)lalnts have been longed 
with the DDA regarding the grabbing of 
tenders by the anti-social elements; 

(d) if so, the action taken thereon; 

(e) whether works worth several crores 
of rupees have been awarded on works 
order basis; 

(f) if so, the details thereof; and 

(g) the action taken to revamp the 
functioning of the DDA? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF URBAN DEVELOPMENT 
(SHRI M. ARUNACHAlAM): (a> to (g). The 
information Is being collected and will be laid 
on the Table of the Sabha. 

Problem of Growing Urbanisation 

9267. SHRI SHRAVAN KUMAR PATEL: 
Will the Minister of Planning and Programme 
Implementation be pleased to state: 

(a) whether urban population of the 
country had increased from 1 09 million 1971 
to 217 million in 1991; 

(b) if so, whether any action plan had 
been drawn out to deal with the problem of 
growing urbanisation; and 

(c) if so, the details In this regard? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE 
MINISTRY OF PLANNING AND 
PROGRAMME IMPLEMENTATION (SHRI 
H.R. BHARDWAJ): (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) and (c). 1'1!ere are a number of 



475 Written Answers MAY 6, 1992 Written Answers 476 

be presented and if has said it he should 
present them. The matter which has been 
raised by the honourable Member was raised 
in the House five days back. The time of the 
House is wasted like this. h is a serious 
matter. I would like to ask whether the life of 
a poor man is not a life and is his self respect 
no respect at all? 

.. (Inteffuptions) .. 

SHRI KALKA DAS (Karol Bagh): Mr. 
Speaker, Sir, please ask him to make a 
statement today Itself. He has promised the 
House earlier. You give him the direction that 
the should come before the House as towhat 
the reality is and what the Govemment is 
doing in this regard. They should say 
something in this connection. Mr. Speaker, 
Sir, it is my request to you direct 
h!m.(Inteffuptions). 

[English) 

SHRt RUPCHAND PAL: Sir, t have 
given a notice of privilege against the Minister 
of Steel. What happened to that? 

SHRt SOBHANADREESWARA RAO 
VADDE (Vijayawada): Sir, the Granite 
Companies have been fully associated wit 
the relations of the Chief Minister. They are 
trying to shield that crime. They are trying to 
shield that crime by saying that it had 
happened because of some accident. The 
matter was again and again brought to the 
notice of this House and the Minister has 
failed to make a statement. 

SHRi RUPCHAND PAL: Sir, I have 
given a notice of privilege against the Minister 
of Steel. What happened to that? 

MR. SPEAKER: Now, Mr. Minister. 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS (SHRI 
EDUARDO FALEIRO): We have received a 
Fax Message from our Consulate General. 
The situation in Los Angolas has bacnbroughi 
under control. 

AS far as Our citizens are concerned, we 
have been in constant touch with the 
Federation of Indian-American Associations 
and with the Indo-American Political 
Association in Los Angeles since the riots 
broke out on Wednesday, the April 29, 1992. 
The Indo-American community has, by and 
large, escaped unscathed. We know of three 
Indian stores set on fire in Pico/Fairfax 
neighboiur,tlood and about ten stores looted 
near LA Intemational Airport in the Inglewood 
are. The major Indian neighbrhood however 
Including Artesia have not been touched. 
There are also no reports of Indian casualties. 

[ Translation] 

SHRI LAL. K. ADVANI (Gandhi Nagar): 
MrSpeaker Sir, Andhra's record in the matter 
raised just now has been very poor . No 
reaction is there even after the incidents of 
atrocites on scheduled castes and other 
serious incident of rape of three women and 
their murder. It seems that the Govemment 
does bot want to give any information to the 
Ho!.!se in this regard. it is not good. We have 
raised this issue severai iiiiiQS earliar also 
and the discussion was also held. But there 
had never been a discussion on Andhra 
Pradesh though such incidents had !lISO 
taken place there. I was dumb struke on 
hearing this hair raising incident. I would like 
to submit that the facts should be ascertained 
and this House should be informed. 

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE 
(Lucknow): Mr. Speaker, Sir. today two issues 
have been raised in the House and the Hon. 
Minister of State in the Ministry of Extemal 
Affairs has immediately given the statements 
thereon. I would like to greet him for the 
same. But why the other Minister are not 
doing the same. (Interruptions). Mr. Speaker, 
Sir. please you should also give your 
compliments. 

[English] 

MR. SPEAKER: Well, I join you in 
complimenting them. 
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of metal occurred twice, in a span of tour .
days. At Jaggaihpet lime stone pulvarizing
unit, the quality of execution of works by
National projects construction company and
Sub-contractors was so poor that the
production work came to a halt. It appears
the managementhasfailed totake necessary
steps to prevent the occurrence of such
accidents.

I urge upon the Central government to
look into the matter lmmedlately and take
necessary steps for preventing the
recurrence of incidents in future.

(vii) Need to provide more finds to
West Bengal forsavlng flora and
fauna of mangrove eeo-systems
In Sunderbans .

SHRI SANAT KUMAR MANDAL
(Joynagar): Sir, the Sunderban Biosphere
Reserve (SBR), a 9, 630 sq. kms. area
cove-ring the mangrove forests of the
Sllrrd.)rbans with a unique ecosystem and
c,."dlv-3rsity, is languishing for want of
cc. r-mitted funds from the Centre. This will
013 ·~v:dentfrom the level of funding for the
10,;0 nt action plan put on the anvil by the
Stc:'e-Ievel Steering Committee for the
Sundoroan Biosphere Reserve. Out of the
arr ICI!, =tedoutlayof Rs,90.~0 lakhs involved
Or) t':;) corrprehensfve.manaqernent action
pl<J'~'."1 Sunderban Biosphere Reserve
ai'p'o/ed for the year 1991-92, only Rs.
2E.-.':id!;,,·hshave been received. Against an
an-uat expenotture of Rs. 134.30 lakhs on
th.l cornarehenslve •.plan on sunderbans
Mangrove ecosystem for a five-year period
from 1991-92, asumof Rs. 72lakhsonly has
been received. Then, in respect of third
scheme entitled ecological rehabilitation of
Sunderbans under integrated wasteland
project. still being processed by the National
Wasteland Development Board and which
envisaged a total expenditure of Rs. 430 .27
lakhs, a sum of Rs. 45 lakhs, which was
expected during 1991-92 is yet to reach the
State Government.

Ivvuuldurgt: un the Central Governemnt
to provide the committed funds to the State
Government of West Bengal for saving 'the
whole spectrum of flora and fauna of
mangrove ecosystem in the Sunderebans
from the impending calamity.

MA. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The House
now stands adjourned for lunch to meet
again at 2.15.p.m.

13.13 hrs

The Lok Sabha then adjourned for lunch
till fifteen minutes past Fourteen of the Clock

The Lok Sabha re-assembled after
Lunch at Twenty minutes past Fourteen of
the Clock.

[MA. DEPUTY-SPEAKER in the Chair]

FINANCE BILL 1992 CONTD.

[EngliSh]

MR.. DEPUlY-SPEAKER: Shri
Vijayaraghavan may continue his speech.

[ Translation]
I

"SHRI V.S. VIJAYARAAGHAVAN
Palghat: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Yesterday I
was speaking about some ofthe problems of
my constituency, Palakkad when the House
adjourned. Today I do not want to go into
other political questions. I will come straight
to theproblemsofmyconstituecny. Yeserday
I mentioned about the drought conditions in
Palakkad. When the Silent Valley Project
Was given up the late lamented Indiraji had
assuredthatthe KurairkuttyKarupara Project
would be sanctioned. But this too has been
shelved due to the opposition from the,
environmemntalists. I would like to request
the Government that at 'least the irrigation
part of the project should besanctioned. This
will save the crops. Palakkad is the rice bowl
of Kerala. But due to' the drought c'bndition
the farmers are suffering. When the late :

"Translation of the speech originally delivered in Malayalam.
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Rajivji visited Palal<kad in 1985 he took keen 
interest in visiting all the drought affected 
areas 01 Palakkad. He was convinced about 
the problem and that is why he was kind 
enough to sdnction a technology misSion for 
Palakkad. Out 01 the 100 such missions in 
the whole country one was given to my 
district. He also sanctioned Rs. 4 Crores for 
the mission in Palakkad anhough only Rs. 
2.5 Crores were allotted on an average for 
missions in other areas. This mission 
envisaged the supply of 40 litre of water per 
capita. But unfortunately, the LDE 
Government motivated by political 
considerations did not make this mission a 
success. The result is that only Rs, 3. 15 
Crores were spent and the target has not 
been fulfilled. The period of the mission has 
ended. I would request the Government to 
extend the period and full ill the target. Also, 
more funds should be allocated for this 
purpose. 

Another very important matter is about 
the ParambikulamAliyaragreement between 
Kerala and Tamilnadu. This project was 
formulated on the basis of the Tamilnadu. 
This project was formulated on the basis of 
the agreement between Kerala and Tamil 
Nadu in 1958. The Parmabikulam Aliyar 
project agreement was signed in 1970 whose 
total outlay was Rs 138 Crores. This was 
completed in 1972. As per the condition 01 
the agreement it should have been renewed 
in 1988. But the Tamil Nadu Government did 
not take any steps to renew it. Tamil Nadu 
contends that with the expir of the term of 
agreement the whole project has become 
theirs. Tamil Nadu has never honoured the 
agreement. Under the agreement Kerala 
should have got water enough to irrigate 
4000 acres of land. But Tamil Nadu has 
never given us the due share of water. The 
share of Kerala is 38550 million cusecs of 
water. But is has been found by continuous 
gauging that Kerala got only 10520 cusse:::. 
The whole agricuttural operation in the district 
has been thrown out of gear. I would therefore 
request the Government to persuate the 
Tamil Nadu Government to renew the 
agreement and release sllfficient water. 

Another area 10 whie;h the Government 
shuulo pay attention is tourism. 1 ousim is an 
industry. The Tourism Minister made a 
stattlment yesterday spellong out the 
gOlltlrnment's policy in this regard. Sir, Kerala 
aboundS in natural beauty. Particularly 
Palakkad which lies in the lap of the western 
ghats has a lot of to uris I potential. Nellianpati, 
malarfuzha. Parambikulam, Silent Valley and 
a lot of other places could be developed as 
big tourist centres. So, sufficient funds should 
be allocated IQr this purpose. 

Another point is food processing. Food 
processing units should be set up in Kerala. 
We grow pine apple and in fact in the eastern 
part of Palakkad we grow tomato. If such 
units are set up it will help the growers. 

Kerala has no liT. A large number of 
students go out of Kerala Seeking admission 
in IITs. the Finance Minister complemenied 
the Keraines for their hardwork' and the 
foreign exchapge they earn for the country. 
If in fact they get requisite technical knowledge 
they can create more wealth lor the country. 
I would therefore request you to set up an liT 
in Kerala. It can be set up in Palakkad. as 
there are many industrial units located in 
Palakkad. Similarly, I demand that an Indian 
Institute of Management should also be set 
up in Palakkad. Sri. we have the Indian 
Telephone Industry unit in Palakkad. It has 
the most modm equipment. The development 
of the second phase 01 this unit has been 
accepted by the Communication Minister. I 
would request' the Finance Minister to 
sanction this programme. 

Finally. Sir. I extend my wholehearted 
support to the bill. I would make one request 
to the opposition members who have moved 
amendmerrts. They have moved these 
amendments out of blind political opposition. 
When the Hon'ble Prime Minister and the 
finance Minister are making efforts to 
strengthen the economy and thus uphold the 
dignity 01 this country before the world they 
should not put hurdles in there way. I would 
request themlo withdraw these amendments 
and support the bill. 
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SHRI CHANDULAL CHANDRAKAR: 
Mr. Speaker, Sir, to augmentthe agricultural 
production, it is necessary to have a soil 
testing lab In every development block to test 
the fertility of the soil but these have not 
been provided so far. It has been stated in 
the reply that in all the States in the country 
there are only 463 soil testing laboratories, 
Madhya Pradesh, which is area wise the 
biggest State in the country is having 29 
laboratories only. I do not have any grudge 
against any state but even then I want to 
submit that Kerala which is even smaller 
than Bastar District of Madhya Pradesh is 
having as many as 19 such laboratories. 
There are 30 laboratories in Haryana, 49 in 
Punjab, But in Madhya Pradesh there are 
only 29 labs. The land in Madhya Pradesh is 
very fertile and the water resources are 
enough, even then why the number of labs 
is less there? I would like to ask the 
Government as to whether it will try to make 
provision in the Eighth Five Year Plan to 
provide one soil testing lab in each block 
even if its cost is 51akh rupees. H Rs. Siakh 
is invested in a block then on the other hand 
the expenditure of crores of rupees on 
fertilisers, will be saved. So, the hon. Minister 

. Sir, are you prepared to make such a 
provision in the Eighth Year Plan? 

[English] 

SHRI K.C.LENKA: Sir, at present there 
are 463 testing laboratories in the country, 
out of which 100 laboratories are mobile. The 
present capacity utilisation is about 75 per 
cent. We have not been able to utilise the full 
capacity of the existing laboratories. The 
hon. Member's proposal is good and if we 
can have one laboratory in each block, it will 
certainly augment the production. But one 
laboratory costs about Rs. 5 lakh. One 
laboratory will be able to give 1 0,000 samples 
a year. Due to the resource constraints 
Government has decided to first gear up the 
existing laboratories for full capacity 
utilisation. Then the Government may think 
of creating new laboratrories. So far as 
Madhya Pradesh is concerned, under the 
Eighth Five Year Plan, this year we have 

given Rs. 5 crore for strengthening the 
existing laboratories In the country and also 
to set up some more mobile laboratories. I 
will consider the case of Madhya Pradesh, 
keeping their requirement In view. 

[Translation] 

SHRI CHANDUlAL CHANDRAKAR: 
Mr. Speaker, Sir, the hon. ｾｩｮｩｳｴ･ｲ＠ has just 
now stated Rs. 5 crores have been given to 
Madhya Pradesll ｴｾｩｳ＠ year under The Eighth 
Five Year Plan, I may point out through you 
that there are 400 blod(s in the State. Will the 
Central Government ask the Madhya 
Pradesh Government to set up a soil testing 
lab in each block? Similarly, will the Central 
Government make efforts to set up a soil 
testing laboratory in each bklck of every 
State in the country. We want an assurance 
that the soil testing laboratory will be set up 
in each block of the country. 

[English] 

SHAI K.C. LENKA: As I told you, at 
present, there is no proposal under the 
consideration of the Government to create 
one Soil Testing Laboratory in each block. 

Butso far as the State Governments are 
concerned, we will certainly ask the State 
Governments to increase their Soil Testing 
Centres. In the Eighth Five Year Plan, due 
to constraint of funds, we do not have any 
proposal to have one such laboratory in 
each block. 

SHRISOBHANADREESWARA RAO 
VADDE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, one 01 the main 
reasons for not utilising the full capacity is 
that some farmers who are progressive and 
who are enlightens and who want to know 
about the soli conditions, they are able to get 
the details and whereas, a very large number 
of farmers still cannot think of this faCility. 

So, I would like to know irom the hon. 
Minister, through you, whether the Union 
Government will suggest to the State 
Governments steps regarding this. Of 
course, as you said, setting up of a Soil 
Testing Laboratory In each block will cost a 
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lot. But, already, there are staff of the 
Agriculture depanment who are there. 

Will the Union Government suggest to 
the State Governments - because they are 
the Implementing agencies at the State level 
- to make it part and parcel of the duties of 
the staff who are working in the Agriculture 
Department, to collect the samples from 
every village, from all the four sides, and get 
them tested and make available the 
information at the Gram Panchayat Office? 
If it is done, the nature of soil - the fertilizers 
that are required -and the micro-nutrients 
that are deficient, can be improved. It will 
improve the production also. Will you kindly 
take necessary steps to see that, at least. 
for increasing the production you double the 
number of these ｭｯ｢ｾｾ･＠ soil testing 
laboratories? If it is done, at least, two 
districts may be covered with one mobile soil 
testing laboratory. It will be of great help. Will 
the han. Minister consider this and do the 
needful? 

SHRI K.C. LENKA: Sir, this is true that 
one of the reasons for not utilising it to full 
capacity is due to lack of inflow of soil to the 
laboratories. There is no infrastructure in our 
country. At present, the interested farmers 
themselves come to the laboratories for soil 
testing. There is no agency to collect the soil 
from the farme rS for testing it in the laboratory. 
During the Eighth Five Year Plan and 
particularly this year, the Government of 
India isgoingto introduce, a Central scheme 
lor a balanced and integrated use offertilizers, 
to see that the inflow of soil from the farmers 
is increased; and also, the percentage of 
capacity utilisation could be increased so 
that we can cover more number of farmers 
in the rural areas. 

[ Translation) 

SHRI RAJNATH SONKAR SHASTRI: 
Mr. Speaker. Sir, the Hon. Minitter in his 
statement has stated 1hat there are 71 
central laboratories In Uttar Pradesh.1 know 
that out of those 71 laboratories in Uttar 
Pradesh, only a few are big laboratories 
working on a large scale and the people 
there are continuously feeling that there 

must be a largeolabortory at least on the 
commissionery level. The Uttar Pradesh 
Govemment had discussed in 1986 in the 
legislative assembly the need to increase 
the number of laboratories. No proper 
publicity has been made in the most backward 
districts of Northem Uttar Pradesh like 
Gazipur, Jaunpur, Azamgarh, BalJia and 
Sonbhadra, that the soil is tested in these 
laboratories. The farmers do not have any 
knowledge of such facility. Are you planning, 
to set up a big laboratory there at the 
commissionery level and publicise its 
existence among the farmers there? Do you 
pose to make such arrangements in the 
eighth Five YearPlanforthebenefit ofsmaJl 
farmers and set up big laboratory at a 
commissionery level? 

[English] 

SHRI K.C. LENKA: So far as Uttar 
Pradesh is concerned, the capacity utilisation 
of.the laboratories registered today in Uttar 
Pradesh is higherthan the national average. 
Butthe proposal is very good forthe backward 
districts in eastern Uttar Pradesh. 

But in the Eighth Five Year Plan, we are 
going to have a scheme to train the farmers 
and to propagate this scheme among the 
farmers saying that soil testing is the primo 
necessity for growing crops and increasing 
production. 

SHRISUDHIRSAWANT:lnmanyareas 
of this country, agricultural operations are 
still primitive; this is because the agriculture 
research has been directed to a particular 
area that is plains and the plateaus; whereas 
the coastal areas have been totally neglected 
like in konkan areas many irrigation projects 
have failed because of laterite soil. Lakhs of 
rupees have been spent but of no avail. That 
is why due attention must be given to the 
coastal areas. Is there any plan, that priority 
will be given in the Eighth Five Year Plan to 
the coastal areas? 

SHRI K.C. LENKA: This system helps 
agriculture very much because this system 
identifies the deficiency of plant nutrients In 
the soli. So, we are giving priority to know the 
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(a) whether the Committee constituted 
in May, 1990 to examine the feasibility of the 
laying of pipeline forthe supply of natural gas 
in South India has submitted its report; 

(b) if so, the details of the 
recommendations made by the said 
Committees; and 

(c) the action taken to implement the 
recommendations? 

THE MINISTEROF PETROLEUM AND 
NATURAL GAS (SHRI B.' 
SHANKARANAND}: (a) to (c). The report of 
the Committee has been received, and is 
being examined. 

[English] 

Hiring of Rigs 

9380. SHRI S.B. THORAT: Will the 
Minister of PETROLEUM AND NA ruRAL 
GAS be pleased to state: 

(a) the number of rigs hired by the Oil 
and Natural Gas Commission during each of 
the last three years; 

(b) the details of companies and contract 
'rate on which these are hired; 

(c) the amount paid during the soid 
period; and 

(d) the details of dues still pending and 
Che action proposed to be taken to clear the 
'ejues? 

THE MINISTEROF PETROLEUM AND 
-.JATURAL GAS (SHRI B. 
:;HANKARANAND): (a) Different number of 
igs opeate under charter hire at different 
Joints of time. As on 1.5.1992,30 rigs were 
fm charter hire. 

(b) and (c). These rigs were hired from 

both foreign and Indian companies at varying 
rates raging from about US$ 7000 to US$ 
29000 per day. The total amount paid during 
the last 3 years for these rigs works out to 
about Rs. 899 crores. 

(d) A total of about Rs. 35 crores of dues 
are still outstanding for various reasons. The 
dues are expeCted to be cleared very early. 

LPG Cylinders 

9381. SHRI SOBHANADREESWARA 
RAO VADDE: Will the Minister of 
PETROLEUM AND NATURAL GAS be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether the attention of the 
Govemment has been drawn to the news 
item captioned "Foraging for LPG cylinders" 
appearing in the Indian Express (Vijayawada 
Edition) dated January 28, 1992; 

(b) if so, the facts thereof and whether 
an enquiry has been conducted into the 
matter; 

(c) if so, the action taken against the 
persons found guilty; and 

(d) the measures taken to protect the 
interests of the consumers? 

THE MINISTEROF PETROLEUM AND 
NATURAL GAS (SHRI B. 
SHANKARANAND): (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) and (e).-IOC and BPC have carried 
out investigations with reference to this news 
item. No specific case of malpractice by the 
dealers has been established. It has been 
reported by these two companies that they 
have taken various steps to ensure adequate 
availability of LPG refills promptly in 
Vijaywada. 

(d) Regular and surprise inspections 
are being constantly carried out to monitor 
the working of the LPG Distributors. 
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As I have repeatedly said, the Govern-
ment's opposition is, in regard to basic 
commodities, cereals, we will export only the 
surpluses. Or first duty is tothe people of this 
country. If there are surpluses, they will be 
made available for export. 

[ Translation] 

SHRI BHUPINDER SINGH HOODA: 
Mr. Speaker, Sir, is the Governmentthinking 
of forming an agriculture Product Export 
Promotion Council which will give direct 
benefit to the agriculturist for his produce? 
The targets for export may be announced in 
advance so that the agricultrist may manage 
his crop and produce accordingly. Because. 
it so happens that some times there is a good 
crop and the yield Is also high do the agric-
uttrist has to make distress sale of his crop. 
When the production is low, middle man 
buys the crop. This way the Agriculturist is a 
loser both ways. Is the Government making 
any such provision according to which the 
agriculturist can get the proper benefit of the 
Govemment policy? 

[EngliSh] 

SHRI P. CHIDAMBARAM: Sir, there is 
Agricultural and Processed Foods Export 
Development Authority (APEDA) which is 
doing precisely the work which the hon. 
Member intends should be done by the 
Council. 

As regards the target, I wich we could 
set the targets very earty, in respect of rice 
which is the subject matter of this question. 
FO( basmati rice, that is freely exportable 
beCause we have er10ugh surpluses of bas-
mati rice. For non-basmati rice, it is not 
possible to fix the target. It has not been 
possible to finalise the target because we 
are only barely marginal as far as production 
and consumption are concerned. We cannot 
take any .hasty decision. We have to fix the 
surplus and only then we can make available 
these quantities for export. Once we be-
come sufficiently surplus, then perhaps, we 
can fix the targets well in advance. It is not 
l'\.I"'W"oihf- ,.t...: - ._ 
ｾ｟＠ ... Ullti yeell. 

[Translation] 

SHRI NARAIN SINGH CHAUDHRI: Mr. 
Speaker, Sir. I would like to know from the 
hon. Minister through you the reasons for 
delay In fixing the target for export of rice, the 
details of the present policy of export of rice 
and the basis on which rice has been ex-
ported during the past three years? 

iEngiishj 

SHRI P CHIDAMBARAM: Sir, as I saId, 
there is no difficulty in indicating the quantity 
or the value of Basmati rice that will be 
exported. We expect to export Basmati rice 
of the value approxi(nalely ot RS.500·crores. 
But, in respect of non-Basmati rice, it is not 
possible to indicate any quantity or value 
targets because we must ascertain the total 
production, the total procurement and the 
total needs fordomesticconsumption. Since 
we are only barely margtnallysurplus in that, 
we cannot take any hasty decision because 
we must ensure that adequate rice is avail-
able for the domestic market and the public 
distribution system. 

SHRI SOBHANADREESWARA RAO 
VADDE: Mr. Speaker, Sir. the reply of the 
hon. Minister confirms the present policy of 
the Government. That is , only when there is 
something available as surplus. the Govern-
ment WIshes to export it. Due to thIS policy, in 
regard to our exports to other countries, we 
could not find a steady market and some 
years we are exporting and the very nest 
year, we are ncit able to export. And so, we 
are not getting enough foreign exchange 
from the countries which import these prod-
ucts from us. In view of this fact, I would like 
to know from the han. Minister, through you, 
Sir, as to whether the Government will re-
consider these present policy and come to 
an idea so as to export a certain minimum 
quantity of rice or wheat or cotton or other 
agricultural products so that we wi!! definitely 
be in a position to export and earn foreign 
exchange. In it not a fact that the present 
targets of production are b:'rely ｳｵｦｦｩ｣ｩＬＢｾＡ＠ (I) 
mae! tt,e ､ｾＡＧＡｬｧ･ｴＡＨＧ［＠ reiirbinents ｃｉＮｾＺＱ＠ iney are 
not klpt in ｶｾｷ＠ of our expo,)!'! necassitles? So, 
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will the Ministry of Commerce Interact with 
the Ministry of agriculture and see that defi-
nitely the Increase in the target is made and 
also necessary funds are made available to 
the farmers to produce that quantity of agri-
cultural products especially rice and other 
food products to meet ourforeign exchange 
commitments and achieve targets so as to 
earn more foreign exchange? 

SHRI P CHIDAMBARAM: I entirely 
share the approach of the hon. Member. In 
tact, I have said on a number of occasions 
that India cannot enter the export market in 
fits and starts. We must have a stable export 
policy so that our markets are stable and we 
can export year after year. But, this principle 
has been qualified in the case of cereals. 
There is no difficulty for non-Basmati rice. 
The policy Is very clear; we have announced 
the policy for five years. Non-Basmati rice is 
exportable and as a result of such a stable 
policy, you will find that in 1989-90, the 
export was 26,705 tonnes of non-Basmati 
rice; In 1990-91, Itwas3,13,720tonnes; and 
in 1991-92, it was 5,25,000 tonnes. 

But, this year, beca.use of lower produc-
tion and procurement and because of the 
needs of domestic consumption,-when we 
find that we are only barely marginal-we 
cannotfix the target, unless we are sure that 
the local requirements are met. 

We have said that Basmati rice is freely 
ｾｸｰｯｲｴ｡｢ｬ･＠ for five years and there is no 
difficulty at all. Anybody can export Basmati 
rice. But, I cannot indicate targets In a com-
modity where we are only barely marginal. 
Unless we are self-sufficient and that there 
are surpluses we can no indicate these tar-
gets. But, our policy Is to encourage export of 
agricultural products and I would like to say 
for the record, that our farmers must grow 
keeping In mind the fact that we can export. 
But W5 are mOiisoon-dependent. If tho; 
monsoon fails or is erratic and if ourproduc-
lion goes down. we cannot make our com-
mitmlilr'lis In advance. Then, we will starve 
the domestic market; we connot do that. 

SHRI GURCHARAN SINGH DADA-

HOOR: Punjab farmers, despite the dis· 
turbed conditions In the State, produce the 
maximum amount of food grains particularly 
rice and wheat. The best quality of rice that 
is Basmati is produced in Punjab. Sir, through 
you, I would like to know from the hon. 
Minister as to what incentives are being 
given to the farmers producing rice for ex-
port. 

SHRI P. CHIDAMBARAM: Sir, incen-
tives to farmers' must be addressed to the 
ministry of Agriculture and Ministry of Food. 
I would not be able to answer about incen-
tives given to farmers. 

As far as exports are concerned, any 
quantity i(1dicated as surplus by the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Ministry of Food Is made 
available for export. 

SHRI HARI KISHORE SINGH: Sir, farm-
ers earn foreign exchange by exporting rice. 
Nowthe Minister says that because of short-
age 0 limited amount of surplus of rice in the 
country, it is not possible to allow export of 
non-basmati rice. 

Is there any scheme of the Govemment 
to compensate the farmers who will incur 
loss by not exporting rice this year? 

SHRI P. CHIDAMBARAM: Sir, I do not 
think the farmer incurs a loss by not export· 
ing rice. As long as there is a domestic 
demand and there Is a good price In the 
domestic market, I do not think that the 
farmer incurs a loss. And I do not think It Is 
correct to compare what a farmer would 
have got had he exported because the rice 
and wheat are basic foodstuffs. They must 
be available first In the domestic market. 
Only surpluses can be exported. 

I think, the loss which thE! han. Member 
is taiKlng aboui Is a notional loss. 

DR. B.G. JAWALI: At the outset. I think, 
there is a little discrepancy in the answer 
given by the Minister. In the first part, he has 
said that the target is yet to be finalised. And 
in part (c). he says that the policy for export 
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apathy of the centralGovemment, the people 
of Maharashtra are observing a band today. 
I have just confirmed at 12.30 p.m. There is 
a total band in Maharashtra. The people are 
worried and agitated. That Is why I demand 
that the central team must go immediately. 
It Is not only the central team but the Prime 
Minister must also go and visitthe places. As 
demanded by the State Government, Rs.SOO 
crores should be given. 

Sir, you are aware the by-elections in 
Maharashtra have been specifically post-
poned because of the drought conditions. It 
Is such a seri9us matter and stili the Govem-
ment Is not sending the team. So, I demand 
that a team must be send and the Prime 
Minister must also visit Maharashtra imme-
diately. (Inte"uptions) 

SHRI SOBHANADREESWARA RAO 
V ADDV(Vijyawada): Sir, through you, I draw 
the attention of the Gbvemment to the sad 
Plight of the sugar-cane growers in Andhra 
Pradesh. The cane-growers are not paid 
theircane-dues forthe cane supplied. Many 
of the private sugar factories as well as the 
cooperative sugar factories are not paying 
the amount and as a result of which, the 
Caue-growers, who have to pay forthe har-
vest-charges, transport-charges, are facing 
problems. Also, this is the time when the 
bankers are pressing them for the recovery 
of their loans. Moreover, the Revenue De-
partment Is pressurising these people and 
even coming to take physical possession of 
the goods In respect of the arrears relating to 
the Irrigation Cess and the revenue arrears. 
In that way, the farmers are suffering. So, I 
draw the attention of the Governmentto take 
immediate steps to see that the cane prices 
are paid by the factories. Also, the additional 
cane prices payable by the factories to the 
growers depend on a factor called "l". Until 
the Central Govemment communicates that 
factor "L" which is in ·the Bhargave formula 
for additional prices payable by the factorieS, 
the State Govemment will not take action. 

MR. SPEAKER: Please conclude. 
Today, we want to allow many members. 

SHRI SOBHANADREESWARA RAO 
VADDE: Sir, I am concluding. For the last., 
fouryears-1988-89, 1989-90, 1990-91,1991-
92- the additionai cane prices are not being 
paid to the cane growers. And I urge upon 
the Government to look into this aspect and 
take immediate steps to see that the prices 
are paid to the cane growers. 

[ Translation] 

SHRI MOHAN SINGH(Ferozepur): Mr. 
Speaker, Sir, I want to draw your attention 
towards the labourers of Punjab who are 
victims of the system of contract, The la-
bourers, whether they are In F.C.I. Labour 
Union, Punjab labour Union, or In Food and 
Supplies Union, are given wages by the 
contractors. The labourers who work from 
dawn to dusk, are not given full wages by 
these contractors. They give them wages 
according to their wish. When the labourers 
are not given full wages it means their sweat 
is not compensated for. The system of con-
tract of paying wages to labourers which Is in 
vogue in Punjab should be put to an end 
immediately. As in the other States of the 
country, the system of contract of paying. 
wages to the labourers has been abolished 
and the labourers get wages directly. like-
wise the system of contract in Panjab should 
also be abolished and the labourers should 
get wages direct. Besides it, the three F. C.1. 
depots, which are located. in Amrisar, Ajnala 
and Navansher have been made Puccaand 
the rest of 125 kuttch a depots of Punjab 
should also be made pucca. 

SHRt NAVAl KISHORE RAI(SItamarhQ: 
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I come trom Bihar. The 
regional news are not telecast by ｴｾｬ･ｶｬｳｬｯｮ＠
in our State but tese news are not telcest in . 
the whole State. There is a low power T.V. 
tower due to which this telecast does not 
reach all the districts. therefore, more pow-
erful transmitter should be set up there. 
Besides, the demand of broadcasting a news 
bulletin in Bangle-language has been tying 
pending since long. Banglaspeaking people 
are living in 10-12 districts of Bihar. Their 
demand should be fulfilled and a news bulle-
tin should be broadcast in Baugla language ..... 
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Why not the Finance Minister of this country 
should at least take into confidence this 
House. I want to know these two things from 
the Finance Minister. He must make an 
immediate statement on this. 

SHRI SOBHANAOREESWARA RAO 
VADDE (Vijayawada): I have given a notice 
regarding this subject. 

SHRI NIRMAl KANTI CHATIERJEE 
(Dumdum): I wantto make one ortwo points. 
The whole thing requires attention from a 
different direction also. It is not a matter of 
individuals, however big they may be. As has 
been indicated, it is a system which is there. 
It has something to do with the provisions of 
the Income-tax Act, it has something to do 
with the Acts conceming our banking and 
financial institutions and its relevance in 
terms of how the various top people are 
appointed the financial sector. All these things 
are relevant. Today it appears that 
immediately we should demand the 
resignation of even the Governor of the 
Reserve Bank of India who was the Secretary 
of Finance for a long period and certainly he 
worked very diligently. I know him personally 
also. But it is not a matter of individuality in 
that sense. The whole system smacks of 
involvement at a still higher level along with 
the fact that unless a thorough inquiry in this 
system itself is made, there is no prevention 
of such action to occur in future also. There 
are these demands that the Minister of 
Finance assures the House what it should 
do. But apart from that, what is necessary is 
if we can demand a Joint parliamentary 
committee for the Solanki affair, this is a 
bigger scandal in monetary terms and 
involvement of very important people who 

are obviously there. 

I, therefore, propose that there has to De 
a Parliamentary Commi1tee - 110t only the 
CSI inquiry - to investigate into all these 
aspects including the provisions In the 
Income-tax Act. As per Hle present Act. as 

soon as ycu begin your search and seizure 
operations, what happens is that the person 
concemedcomesoutandsays:"lammaking 
a declaration.' After that, the search and 
seizure operation is over. We introduced an 
amendment. In his wisdom, the hon. Finance 
Minister turned it down without giving any 
explanation. Such things also have to be 
seen. Immediately, a settlement is arrived at 
and all the files are back to the owner himseK 
and not taken over by the Department. So, a 
Parliamentary Committee should investigate 
into this matter and it should see what should 
be done to prevent such occurrences. In the 
meantime, penal measures have to be 
initiated and investiga1ions should continue. 
Even if the Government is liberal to find out 
the links with the Government, to find out the 
role of the RBI Govemor, the investigations 
should continue. We have to find out whether 
or not he should also be taken away from the 
scene for the present. This is what I want to 
submit before the Finance Minister and 
request him to respond. (Interruptions) 

SHRI SOBHANADREESWARA RAO 
VADDE: Sir, I have given a notice on the 
same subject. Close on the heels of the 
startling revealations that a single stock
broker was able to get Rs. 600 crores from 
the SBI - even on that a discussion was 
allowed in this House and we expressed 
certain apprehensions that there might be 
several other instances where several 
hundreds 01 crores of rupees might have 
been, in a similar way, Siphoned off from the 
nationalised banks for speculative purpose
now it has come out very clearly that the 
National Housing Bank and the UCO Bank 
are also involved in this. ltis very strange that 
the National Housing Bank is involved. This 
Bank is solely set up to help the house
building activities of the poor and the middle
class pevple of this country .It is very strange 
that the precious funds have gone to these 
stock-brokers for speculative purpose. It is 
qUite contrary to the clear directions from the 
RE:serve Bank of India. So, I urge upon the 
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Government to make a statement in this 
regard. It is not only that. Really the people 
are wondering how that stock-broker and the 
persons who have helped him in passing off 
hundreds of crores of rupees, Shri ~herwani 
and Shri Margabanthu, they are all slill scot
free and they are moving outside. They have 
done so much harm to the people- of this 
country, to the economy of this country. I 
urge upon the Govemment to take a very 
stem action against all such persons who are 
connected with this. So, J support my 
colleague, demand that aJoint Parliamentary 
Committee should be immediately constituted 
to inquire into this matter. It is not only the 
persons, but, as my friend Shri Nirmal Kanit 
Chatterjee said, the very systems, the 
procedures that are involved in that. 

MR. SPEAKER: Please do not repeat. 
Pleat conclude. 

SHRI SOBHANADREESWARA RAO 
VADDE: When we ask for some information 
through this august House, we are told that 
under such and such rules, it cannot be 
disclosed. With what face, all these nefarious 
things have taken place? It is high time the 
Government must make it transparent and it 
must remove the secrecy clause in the public 
interest. I reiterate my demand that a Joint 
Parliamentary Committee should be 
constituted to go into this matter. 

MR. SPEAKER: You do not have to 
repeat it again and again. 

SHRI K.P. REDDAIAH YADAV 
(Machilipatnam): Sir, it is in the interest of the 
country that we have to take some remedial 
steps. It is common practice in this House 
that when something happens, the senior 
leaders of various parties will give a poetic 
description of that incident. Never have they 
attempted to say how to curtail such things. 
In December 1991, I have addressed letters 
to the han. Prime Minister and various 
Ministers. J sent a format and 1 asked them 

to have a bio-data of the various Chairman, 
Managing Directors of various Public Sector 
Undertakings. And what are their day-to-day 
dealings and affairs and their links with so 
many multimillionaires as well as with the 
politicians and the Ministers etc. No Minister 
has collected that information. And the Prime 
Minister has written to me that in due course, 
they are getting all the information and that 
he has instructed the Secretaries. 

Harshad Mehta's case is one such case. 
In Bombay, Calcutta, Delhi, everyday, not 
less than hundred crores of rupees of the 
public money is being looted away by various 
officers at various levels. This has got a 
bearing on the law and order situation, on the 
Naxalite issue and on the terrorist issue. 
When such an Incident takes place, you are 
not prepared to arrest the officers and to put 
them behind the bars. Leave alone Harshad 
Mehta. I am not bothered about Harshad 
Mehta. But what about you administrative 
machinery? When Shri V.P. Singh had put 
the Bajaj and Kirloskar for 48 hours behind 
the bars for a simple FERA offence, why this 
Govemment is afraid of putting those officers 

behind the bars? 

Yesterday, Shri Tyagi was murdered in 
his house. How do we blame the terrorists, 
how do we blame the Naxalites, when such 
things - naked truths - are taking place in this 
country? 

Therefore, at least, let Shri Manmohan 

Singh's hands be strengthened by all the 
parties and let us give a free hand to him to 
deal with such offences. Thank you. 

SHRI A. CHARLES (Trivandrum): We, 
on this side of the House, are equally 
concerned about what has been happening 
in the last few days. And I would like to draw 
the attention of this House, through you, to 
another aspect of the banking performance. 

In Kerala, there are thousands of small 
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Parliament for the Ministry of 
Communications also considered the 
proposal and recommended pulse-metering 
of one call unit for 5 minutes' duration. 
Accordingly, it has been decided that the 
local calls in all systems of more than 30,000 
lines capacity will be metered@onecall unit 
for 5 minutes duration. Presently, it is 
technically feasible to introduce this 
arrangement only in electronic exchanges. 

The need lor introducing time limit lor 
local calls has been felt to decongest the 
network so that more calls can get completed. 
Though most of the subscribers are known 
to be restricting their calls to less than 3 
minutes or so, there are commercial 
subscribers who have FAX machines and 
computers that use the local lines for very 
long duration to transfer data. The 
Government leels justified to charge such 
subscribers more than the normal 
subscribers who do not use the line for long 
durations. n is expected that in general, 
subscribers will limit their calls to 5 minutes 
duration that is being prescribed and this will 
result in better call completion and improving 
the efficiency of the network. 

All the above schemes require 
considerable technical preparations to be 
made before implementation. It is proposed 
that the same will be implemented by each 
Telecom. Circle in the country as and when 
they complete the technical arrangement, 
and in any case, not later than 31.8.92. 

[ Translation] 

SHRI RAM VILAS PASWAN (Rosera): 
I would like to raise my personal problem in 
the presence 01 the hon. Minister. Sir, forthe 
period of five months from 11th November 
1991 to April, 1992 I have received a 
telephone bill 01 Rs. 2,22,000/- particularly in 
the circumstances when my telephone is 
always locke? and I use the telephone 

straingly. Even then I have been billed for 
2,22,000/-. 

THE STATE MINISTER OF THE 
MINISTRYOF COMMUNICATIONS (SHRI 
RAJESH PILOT): Mr. Speaker, Sir, Shri 
Ram Vilas speaks so much in the Parliament, 
so it can be imaged how much he might be 
speaking on the telephone. That is why the 
time has been reduced to five minutes, 
otherwise the metre keeps running on. 

[English] 

SHRI SOBHANADREESWARA RAO 
VADDE (Vijayawada): Sir, I am on a point of 
order. (Interruptions) 

MR. SPEAKER: What is your point of 
order, please? 

SHRI SOBHANADREESWARA RAO 
VADDE: Sir, yesterday you remember, 
Achariaji and I had called on you and we 
wanted a discussion on awarding contract to 
ABB for purchase 01 electric locomotives. 
(Interruptions). Now, the honourable Shri 
Kumaramangalamji said that immediately 
alter the Minister'S reply on the discussion of 
the Minorities CommiSSion Bill today, thus 
discussion under Rule 193 will be brought. 
Sir, you are aware that in the List of Business 
paper several other Bills have been included 
prior to its discussion and I lear very much 
whether the discussion will at all be held. 

MR. SPEAKER: This is exactly the point 
I have been making. 

( Interruptions) 

MR. SPEAKER: Please hear me. 
Whenever we have the matters on the 
Agenda, they are supposed to be very 
important and you don't deal with them, and 
the matters which are not on the Agenda we 
discuss here. You know it very well. What do 
we do them? 
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VEDDE: It appears the Government is very 
sure to scuttle it. 

MR. SPEAKER: No, no. Not that. 

SHRI SOBHANADREESWARA RAO 
VADDE: It is postponed for three times. 
(Interruptions) 

MR. SPEAKER: 1 am sure the Minister 
came 10 me two orlhree times and asked for 
it. 

SHRI SOBHANADREESWARA RAO 
VADDE: What is the use, Sir? But it is not 
being discussed. 

MR. SPEAKER: This is exactly what all 
the Members should ... 

(Interruptions) 

SHRI BASU DEB ACHARIA (Bankura): 
Sometime should be fixed forthisdiscussion. 
(Interruptions). 

MR. SPEAKER: This is exactly either 
yougobytheguidancegiven by the Presiding 
Officer or you yourself decide. 

SHRI SHOBANADREESWARA RAO 
VADDE: We accepted your suggestion on 
that day when the leaders of the parties were 
called to your room. (Interruptions) 

SHRI BASU DEB ACAHRIA (Bankura): 
It was decided in your room. It should be 
taken up today. (Interruptions) 

MR. SPEAKER: This is really 
unnecessary. You wanted the discussion. It 
was fixed for discussion; it has been on the 
agenda for three days for discussion, but we 
have been discussing matters which are not 
on the agenda. 

VADDE: When is it going to be discussed? 

MR. SPEAKER: 1 do not know. 

( Interruptions) 

MR. SPEAKER: Now, we take up 
matters under rule 3n. Shri Birba!. 

12.51 hrs. 

MA TIERS UNDER RULE 377 

(i) Need for financial Assistance to 
the Government of Rajasthan 
forprovldlng relleftothe Drought 
Prone Areas. 

[Translation] 

SHRI BIRBAL (Ganganagar): Mr. 
Speaker, most of the districts in Rajasthan, 
especially in dry farming areas of 
Ganganagar, Bikanar, Chura, Jaisalmar and 
Barmer in Western Rajasthan are faced 
with an emergent problem of acute shortage 
of fodder for cattle and drinking water in 
villages due to lack of rain this year is being 
available. At present fodder for the cattle at 
very high prices and that too in inadequate' 
quantity. The purchasing power of the 
villagers is also woefully poor. There are r,o 
avenues of employment of available in 
villages. The problem of drinking water has 
also arisen in rural areas. 

The Government has always been 
providing relief tothose regions of Rajasthan 
which are deficient in rain. I; therefore. urge 
the Government India too take timely action 
to supply fodder for the animals and drinking 
water and provide immediate employment 
for the present and take proper preventive 
measures for the future also. 
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and things like that. why have we not been 
able to take it up? When we have an Item 
on the Agenda, we push it aside and take 
up something else. The Company may be 
the same but the contract is different. The 
Ministry is different. Do you think that we will 
be able to discuss it now? 

SHRI CHANDRA JEET YADAV: We 
are not saying that. 

SHRI BASU DEBACHARIA(Bankura): 
Both can be discussed together. 

MR. SPEAKER: How can we? The 
Minister should be here. The contract is 
different. The Ministry is different. Let us not 
do like that. 

( Interruptions) 

MR. SPEAKER: Shri Sobhanadraewara 
Rao Vadde to initiate the discussion under 
Rule 193. 

18.52 hrs. 

DISCUSSION UNDER RULE 193 

CONTRACT TO MIS ASEA BROWN 
BOVERI (ABB) FOR PUURCHASE OF 

ELECTRIC LOCOMOTIVES 

[English] 

SHRI SOBHADREESWARA RAO 
VADDO (Vijayavada): Mr. Speaker, Sir, I 
thank you very much for allowing a discussion 
on this importa,nt matter of awarding of a 
contact to MIs Asea Brown Boverl for the 
purchase of electric locomotives. In fact, I 
have written a letter to the hon. Minister on 
27th March asking him to clarify several 
aspects relating to this contract. 

[ Translation] 

SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES: Mr. 
Speaker, Sir, the debate will take much time. 

!Weallknowthatthisthinghasalso happened 
earlier. Therefore, I suggest that as now the 
debate has started it should be allowed to 
continue in the next session. 

[English] 

MR. SPEAKER: There will not be any 
difficulty iftheygive a fresh notice in the next 
Session to take it up, instead of saying that 
we carry it over. 

(Interruptions) 

SHRI BASU DEB ACHARIA (Bankura) 
It is possible to carry it over to the next 
Session. We can continue it in the next 
Session. 

MR.SPEAKER:Shri BasuDebAcharia, 
please understand that if you are very keen 
to discuss in the next Session, nobody is 
going to say not to do it. But let us not 
continue it to the next Session. 

SHRI BASU DEB ACHARIA: There 
were instances. 

MR. SPEAKER: I agree with you that 
the same thing can be discussed. 

SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES: 
According to rules, it is possible. 
(Interruptions) 

MR. SPEAKER: I do not give any 
promise. I will get it examined. 

SHRI BASU DEB ACHARIA: There are 
a number of instances (interruptions) 

MR. SPEAKER: There is no difficulty if 
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you are very keen, if the hon. Minister are 
keen. The Minister has more than once told 
me, written to me saying to take it up. He will 
certainly be ready to take it up next time also. 
There will not be any difficulty. 

SHRI BASU DEB ACHARIA: We can 
cntinue it in the next Session. There are a 
number of instances. 

SHRI AMAl DATTA (Diamond 
Harbour): let him finish his speech. 
(Interruptions) 

MR. SPEAKER: I will examine it. I will 
not say anything on this point. I will get it 
examined if it can be done. 

[ Transiation) 

SHRI MADAN LAl KHURANA (South 
Delhi): Mr. Speaker, Sir, same thing 
happened in the 9th lok Sabha also. I had 
initiated the debate on Bofors issues but later 
on the sitting of the lok Sabha suspended. 

[English] . 

MR. SPEAKER: The point is the same. 
You are in a position to discuss this matter 
IT you want, in the next Session also. Nobody 
is going to saytodo it. The Minister has been 
asking for a discussion. If he is ready now for 
the discussion, he can be ready in the next 
Session also. 

[ Translation] 

SHRI NITISH KUMAR (Barh): Mr. 
Speaker, Sir, it cannot be continued in the 
next House, but it can continue in the next 
session. 

(Englishl 

MR. SPEAKER: I wilt examine it. Do I 
take it that you do not want to discuss it? 

SHRISOBHANADREESWARA RAO 
VADDE: No.1 wish it now. I am for that. Sir, 
in spite of the acknowledgment I have 
received, I did not receive the reply from the 
hon. Minister regarding the issues which I 
have raised through my letter. This is a very 
serious matter because this is not the lone 
case. It is one among the several issues 
which is causing grave concem to the 
people of this country. Sir, the Ministry of 
Railways have denied to give this particular 
contract to BHEl and awarded it to ABB. 
Similarly, as our hon. friend, Shri Chandra 
Jeet Yadav just now said, a contract was 
awarded to ABS in respect of National 
Thermal Power Corporation (NTPC). 

MR. SPEAKER: Shri Rao, may I tell you 
one thing. You are raising this matter now 
and the Minister will be expected to reply to 
it. He would have replied and Jhen, in the 
next session, other members who want to 
speak, may not have the opportunity to 
speak. Having once replied to the debate, it 
may not be necessary in the next session to 
reply to it. So, if you want that good discussion 
should be there ... 

SHRI SOBHANADREWARA RAO 
VADDE: Sir, I submit to you that I have no 
objection to continue it in the next session. 

MR. SPEAKER: J am not promising you. 

SHRI SOBHANADREESWARA RAO 
VADDE: Sir, let me complete. 

MR. SPEAKER: Shri Rao, please hear 
me first. 

SHRI SOBHANADREESWARA RAO 
VADDE: After hearing'me Sir, you may 
please tell me. 

MR. SPEAKER: Please hear me first on 
the procedural part. n you are speaking and 
if I ask the Minister to reply to it, next time, 
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it willl)e difficult to take it up for discussion. 
Supposing, there is no bar to take up the 
same matter in the next session, if he does 
not reply ... 

SHRI SOBHANADREESWARA RAO 
VADDE: Sir. let me say. During the Eighth 
Lok Sabha, there were instances where the 
matters under Rule 193 were discussed 
partly and were continued and taken up In 
the session. It happened during the Eighth 
Lok Sabha. I am very much aware of It. You 
may kindly examine the precedents and 
allow me to continue the discussion in the 
next session. 

MR. SPEAKER: Well, I will examine the 
precedents and all those things. But why are 
you doing like this? Let me understand the 
logic. 

SHRI SOBHANADREESWARA RAO 
VADDE: Sir,l have no objection. I am ready 
to proceed with my speech. (Interruptions) 

MR. SPEAKER: O.K., Yo~ may 
proceed. " I am not able to persuade you, 
you have to proceed. Please understand 
that nobody is saying that you do not speak 
now. H I understand correctly, everybody is 
interested in discussing it in detail in the next 
session. And, there would not be any difficulty 
in discussing it in detail in the next session. 
So, you can continue it in the next session 
(interruptions) 

SHRI AMAL DATTA (Diamond 
Harbour): Sir, two 193 discussions were 
carried over to the next session. 

MR. SPEAKER: On that point, I will 
examine fully and #len I will see. On that 
point. I am not expressing my views. I can tell 
you only one thing. In the session, if you want 
to discuss it,there would not be any dil1iculty. 

SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES: Sir, the 

rule lies very clear on this. rule 336 says: 

• A motion, resoultion or an 
amendment. which has been 
moved and is pending in the House, 
shall not lapse by reason only of 
the prorogation of the House.· 

The rule is very clear. 

MR. SPEAKER: "the rule is there, it will 
apply. 

SHRJ GEORGE FERNANDES: This is 
Rule 336. It is there in the rules. 

MR. SPEAKER: I am not pronouncing. 

SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES: Then it 
is aU right. 

MR. SPEAKER: Shri Basu Deb Acharia, 
will have the last word. 

SHRI BASU DEB ACHARIA: Sir, the 
Government should not proceed with this 
contract till it is discussed in this House. That 
is my suggestion. 

SHRI MANI SHANKAR AIYAR 
(Mayiladuturai): No, Sir. 

MR. SPEAKER: That Is his suggestion. 
and whether it has to be accepted or not, we 
wUl see. 

SHRI MANI SHANKAR AIYAR: Sir, 
everyday delayed In finalising this contract 
would be costing country 4,000 dollars or 
As. 1 lakh. and therefore, if the continuation 
of this discussion Into the next session is 
going to stand in the way of the Ministry of 
Railways in completing its wof1(, then, I think 
that It was our responsibility that we should 
not do it. If there is no such restriction, then 
there is no objection. 


