
whet he said. I just want to bring to much do you want you tell me? Whot- 
your notice : ewr you wanted, we have giveq. 

Your system is wrong. 
"The STC has decided ta . . . . " 

SHRI SRIBALLAV PAMGRAHI : 
MR. SPEAKER : You do not have Thc Oovernment of India should 

to read the newspaper here. come to the rescue of the m d e .  
The State Govrmment is p k & n g  SHRI E. AHMED : I am quoting. a wtiw. - -  - 

MR. SPEAKER : YOU do not quote SHRI LOKANATH CHOUDHU- the newspapcr. RY (Jagatsinghpur) : There is enough 
SHRI E. AHMED : The attitude food stock. Thev should direct the 

taken bv the STC has vut the small 
and mcbium newspap& in difficulty 
and hardship. They are put to trouble. 
Unkss the Government takes a deci- 
sion and asks ST% to rectify the mis- 
appropriation and irregularities corn- 
mined by it, smajl newspapers will be 
in trouble. Therefore. will the hon. 
Minister make a statement because a 
e o n s  situation has arisen out of it? 

SHRI K. PRADHANI (Nowrang- 
pur) : The controlled r i a  in FCI 
godowns in Koraput district, i.e. 
in my district, has exhausted. The 
State Government is unable to provide 
adequate supply of rice to the tribal 
people living in that district. In the 
market, rice is being sold at about 
Rs. 6 per kg. Therefom, I roqum 
tbe Civil Supplies Minister to supply 
d k i e n t  r ia  ta thaw anas as early 
as possible. 

SHRI SRIBALLAV PANJGRAHl 
(Dcogarh) : Dw to faulty i d  policy 
d tht Sate Govcrnmmt, no rice i s  
avdlabk to the people. Tht Govern- 
ment of India shouId mcomc fomatd. 

MR. SPEAKER : Allow otba 
Membcls to speak. It is not like that. 

SHRf SRIKANTA lENA (Cuttack): 
la Oriw, the rice i s  being rold at 
Rr. I2 pcr kg. The Central Ooyern. 
mtnt is  irlmt. Tlw Minister of SIIIk 
far Agricuttur: has gone rhetc but he 
did not kelp. 

dealers to distribute the foodgrain 
that has been built up in the country. 
(Interruptions) 

MR. SPEAKER : I would request 
the hon. Minister to have a talk with 
thost hon. Members who a n  speaking 
on it. 

SHRI SRIBALLAV PANIGRAHI : 
Before elections, to colkt  funds, 
scarcity conditions had been created. 

SHRI SOBHANADREESWARA 
RAO VADDE : In Andhm Pradesh, 
swefal cram of rupees have been 
callccted 9 the Chief Minister from 
the rice mrllm. 
SHRI MANORANJAN BHAKTA : 

He is making a ba~less alkgation. 
(Interruptions) 

MR. SPEAKER : It is  not like this. 
Let tha r  be some order in the House. 
I am asking other Members to sp&. 
Pieorc have pity an the Members 
who have not been given un opponu- 
aity. 

PROF. SUSANTA CHAKRABOR- 
TY (Hownb) : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I 
woobl like to draw tbe attention of this 
Howc and the Government to r ntws 
rcporr pirMisbbd in r Fttoch wsddy 
news mngdnc. d y  t' E*s~#rar 
Du Jut#. It foeuucs on tbe ruk of 
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papers just by depositing Rs. 5001-. 
They think that they will get a lot of 
publicity. Their names will be known 
in the entire constituency. As a result 
of this, the ballot papers are becoming 
very big. There are several polling 
booths where there is not enogh light 
because they are located in the small 
primary schools or placer, where there 
is not much light; and the voters 
arc illiterate. Even now 65 per cent 
of our population is illiterate. They 
are finding it very difficult to identify 
symbols because of bad light. So, I 
would suggest to the Government 
to think of certain measures with 
regard to this. Apart from raising 
the security deposit, you also make 
it obligatory on the part of the Inde- 
pendent candidates to purchase a 
copy of the voters' list. The Govern- 
ment gives a copy of the voters' list 
to all the recognised political parties 
either at the Centre or in the State 
for their benefit, but the Independent 
candidates have to purchase it. If he 
is really a serious candidate, or if he 
is really serious of fighting the election, 
then he should at least purchase one 
set of the voters' list. But he is not 
purchasing it because it costs a few 
thousand rupees. 

SHRI SAIFUDDIN CHOUDHU- 
RY (Katwa) : He will get one copy 
frec. 

SHRI SOBHANADREESWARA 
RAO VADDE : No. They do not 
give it. Only to political parties it is 
given. 

MR. CHAIRMAN : Please con- 
clude. 

SHRl SAIFUDDIN CHOU- 
DHURY : Why should he not get 
one copy free, I do not understand. 

SHRl SOBHANADREESWARA 
M O  VADDE : If you really want to 
eliminate thaw non-serious candidates 
you should make it obkigatory for 

basc a set of the voters' 
it at the time of 

mmtby, If onedoas not 
his wmia&ios &odd bo gs 2 
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invalid, so that. the non-serious 
candidates will go out and the election 
can take place in a fair manner. 

The Hon. Minister is mentioning 
about the identity cards. It is very 
very essential. Because, very recently 
in Andhra Pradesh in Tadipatri 
constituency it so happened that while 
in the 1989 election they got a majority 
of 1200 votes, now they got 78,000. 
How is it possible without booth- 
capturing and rigging of the elections? 
1 suggest that, whatever may be the 
cost, the Government may take 
suitable steps for having identity cards 
and also the electronic machines and 
utilise them in the by-elections and the 
mini general elections. 

With these words, I hope that this 
Government will take all necessary 
steps to bring normally--or at least 
stan the dialogue with the conaxued 
people-in the State of Jammu and 
Kashmir and release the workers 
belonging to political parties which 
have faith in democracy and the 
Constitution of our country, and who 
want to play a genuine role as citizens 
of Inha. Kindly allow them to do 
so and do not put them behind the 
bars. If political workers or people 
who do not subscribe to terrorism 
or extremism, or anti-national ele- 
ments are detained, you are giving 
an opportunity to the extremists, 
terrorists, and the anti-national 
elements to come into the arena and 
disturb the entire democratic poky. 

I hope that the Government will 
take adequate steps and also come 
forward with a comprehensive legis- 
lation as promised by the Hon. Minister 
so that the entire elections would 
be free and fair. With these words, I 
wish to withdraw my Statutory 
Resolution. 

MR. CHAlRMAN : Is it the 
pleasun of the House that the Statutuxy 
Resolution moved by Shri SO~~WU- 
dreeswara Rao Vaddc be with- 
dnwn? 



25 Oral Answers SRAVANA 21,191 3 (SAKA) Oral Answers 26 

the number of vehicles that can be checked 
in a minute. 

(Intenuptions) 

MR. SPEAKER: What is part (b) of your 
question? 

SHRl MADAN LAL KHURANA: Sir, in 
part (b) of my question I have pointedoutthat 
the arrangements that have been made to 
check pollution are bogus. The plans are on 
paper only and there is a lot of bribery in the 
process.. . (Interruptions). . . My point is that it 
does not look feasible. The new system has 
given rise to corruption. It is not possible for 
one man to check so many vehicles. Is the 
Government thinking of reviewing the sys- 
tem? 

[English] 

SHRl KAMAL NATH: Sir, I do agree that 
the DTC plays a major contributory role in 
pollution in Delhi. But, I am the Min~ster of 
Environment and Forests afid not of Trans- 
port and I am not the Home Minister. We 
have laid out the norms The enforcement of 
these norms is for Delhi Police and for the 
Home Ministry. 

As far as the question of phasing out of 
buses that including is new buses, it is a 
matter with the Transport Minister and not 
with me. Unfortunately, I do not hold these 
two portfolios. I shall shortly be holding a co- 
ordination meeting with various authorities 
on this subject which will includes the Delhi 
Police and the Surface and Transport Minis- 
try and I shall also invite Shri Madan Lal 
Khurana to that meeting (Interruptions) 

SHRl SOBHANADREESWARA RAO 
VADDE: Sir, through you, I would like to 
know from the hon. Minister whether this 
pollution percentage is detrimental to the 
interests of people between 5.00 PM and 
7.00 P.M. when there is a maximum traffic 
and whether a study has been made mto the 
aspect of the effect of release of exhaust 
gases from the trucks, transport vehicles at 
apoint near the ground or at a quite far away 

k 

from theground, as is thecase in someother 
foreign countries. If that is so, will the Gov- 
ernment take appropriate steps to bring 
changes in the design of the engine or the 
exhaust pipe so that the air pollution will be 
minimum and it will not be detrimental to the 
interest of the citizens? 

SHRl KAMAL NATH: Sir, the Central 
Pollution Control Board has been monitoring 
the ambient levelsof lead which isoneof the 
major pollutants from vehicles increase of 
heavy traffic movement and during peak 
hours. This question is directed only to from 
5.00 AM and 7.00 A.M., the hon. Member 
has referred to between 5.00 P.M. and 7.00 
P.M. Nevertheless, this has been done and 
it has been found that the levels range from 
300 to 600 monograms of lead per cubic 
meter of air. It has also reached a stage of 
1500 in certain areas and at certain times it 
is 1500 monograms, the permitted norm of 
this being is a maximum of 1000. 

As regards the second part of the ques- 
tion, we are continuously in the process of 
checking air pollution, vehicular and,other- 
wise, and we are in the process of taking 
effective steps in this regard. 

[ Translation] 

SHRl KALKA DAS: Sir, Delhi is third 
among the most polluted cities in the world. 
The hon. Minister has admitted that the level 
of pollution in Delhi isthe highestof all places 
in the country. As a result of that the Delhites 
suffer the most. What steps are being taken 
by the Government to check pollution in 
Delhi? What has been the percentage of 
reduction in the level of pollution by these 
measures? If there has been no reduction, 
what stepsthe Government contemplates to 
take to check pollution and reduce its ad- 
verse effect in Delhi, in future? 

[English] 

SHRl KAMAL NATH: Sir, this is a very 
sweeping question but, nevertheless, I will 
try and condense it as much as possible in 
the answer. 
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assistance to 24 lakh mothers for improving 
their nutritional status. There is another 
programme d Nutritional Education and 
Training canied out through 67 field units to 
improve the nutritional condition of house- 
wives and provide food processing facilit'is 
for domesticconsumption. This also helps in 
further promotion of nutritious food fortifii- 
tion and enrichment of food supply. 

(c) and (d). Evaluational Studies of the 
K=DS Scheme conduded by the Planning 
Cammission, Nutrition Foundation of India 
and the Central Technical Committee of the 
AllMS have indicated that incidence of se- 
vere malnutrition in thecountry is on the 
decline manifested in increased birth weight 
of the babies Viamin 'A' deficiency and 
Anaemia among them is also on the delcine. 

Amount Spent on Welfare of Socially 
wl Ec#lomlcrlly werlur Sediont 

2678. SHFU SUBHANADREESWARA 
RAO VADDE: Will the h i s t e r  d WELFARE 
bepleasedtostate: 

(a) the amount spenl by the Union 
Government towards the welfare of goor and 
needy persons bekmging to Scheduled 
Castes. Scheduled Tribes, Bakcward Class 
and Eannnni i  w e a h  section and Mi- 
norities category-wise during 1989-93; and 

@) the number of persons benefited by 
such wetfare schemes, caegory-wise? 

M M1NISTER OF WELFARE (SHRI 
SJJARAM KESRI): (a) The Government of 
India in the Minisby of Wdare spent the 
fobwing MKnurQ on the Weff are of Schd- 
ddCesles, sdwMedTribes,during 1984 
90; 

Amount 

Scheduled Tribes Rs. 28.22 crwes 

Besides, Rs. 2108.06 mres  was spent 
through the special Component Machanism 
for Scheduled Castes of the States and Rs. 
205.50 aores was spent towards Special 
Central Assistance for Tribal Sub Plan of the 
Statedts. 

@) 24,42,954 Scheduled Caste fami- 
lies and 10.25 lakh Scheduled Tribe families 
were benefitted during 1989-90. 

Schooh tor Handicapped Md Msabkd 
Persons 

2679. SHRI VIRENDRA SINGH: 
SHRI RAMESH CHAND 

TOMAR: 
SHRI WAGWAN WANKAR 

RAWAT: 
SHRlMATl MAHENDRA 

KUMARI: 

Win the Minister of WELFARE be 
pleased to state: 

(a) the number d schools for handi- 
capped and disabled persons oped so far 
State-wise; and 

@) the time by which such schods will 
be opened in each d i i r i d  of the country? 

THE MINISTER OF WELFARE (SHRI 
SITARAM KESRI): (a) According to avail- 
able information, there are 1037 S p c U  
Schools for handicapped and disabled sat 
up by Government and the voluntary sector 
in the wuntry. The State-wise hform.tion b 
given in the attached staement. 
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time to time. I would like to quote the condi- 
tionalities governing that call for general 
amnesty: 

I (i) the ULFA detenus without any 
serious charges would be re- 
leased forthwith. (This is also in 
accordance with the Congress 
(I) manifesto); 

(ii) Government would free all other 
detenus including those involved 
in heinous crimes and grant 
general amnesty only if the ULFA 
responds favourably to the Gov- 
ernment's appeal to lay down 
arms and come to the negotiat- 
ing table; and 

(iii) ll deemed necessary in the inter- 
est of a meaningfuldialogue with 
theULFA. theGovernment wou:d 
request the Government of India 
to consider lifting of the ban on 
the organisation. 

This is what actually we have offered to 
the extremists. I have already stated that the 
ball is in their court. I do not agree with those 
who raise the question that on what basis. 
the Government can have a dialogue with 
them since their demand is secession. Let us 
talk and let us find out as to what alienates 
them from us. That is the most basic ques- 
tion. Once they spell out, we can cons~der as 
to how far we can go in meeting their de- 
mands without compromising the question 
of unity and integrity of the country which is 
indivisible. 

Sir. last year, a team of Cabinet Minis- 
ters led by the Deputy Prime Minister of the 
country including Members of the Opposi- 
tion camped in Srinagar for days together 
searching for the right contact who could 
persuade the militants of Kashmir to come to 
the negotiating table. Then again, in thecase 
of Punjab extremists, in spite of their de- 
mand for sucession. the appeal to them for 

. shunning violence andcome to the negotiat- 
ing table still stands. So, what signal will go 
to the people of Assam, if the Government 
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refuses to talk with the militants on the plea 
that there cannot be any dialogue with them 
unless they give uptheir demand to secede? 
One may plly well ask the question, what will 
you do if you fail? Well, we fail, yet we can 
atleast convince the people of our sincerity 
of purpose. The ball is, in any way, in their 
court. We should remember the ultimate 
appeal of ours as well as that of the terroriists 
is to the people'. Let the people decide. 

I am not saying that the Government 
does not believe in the methods of persua- 
sion. They do belive in it. But however, I am 
afraid, that sometimes there is not the applii 
cation of right strategy at the right time. For 
once the situation is allowed to drift, no 
methoc!, persuasive or coercive will click. 
The hard-line may turn out to be counter- 
productive, too It may indeed achieve some 
limited.objectives but the alienation will be 
total. This is the ground reality of the situ- 
ations whereever we have opted for hard- 
line. I am nQt saying thatthere is no necessity 
of hard-line and firm action which forms the 
basis of TADA Act. I do admit that the Gov- 
ernment must be armed with the extraordi- 
nary situation. What I am emphasising is the 
rationalisation of the use of such laws. 

I am not using the world ' humanisation" 
as it may sound too soft and probably may 
not go well with many. But the Government 
has to convince that before it goes for hard- 
option, allother options have been exhausted 
and no otheioption. are left. Then and then 
alone it can go towards taking coercive ac- 
tion undertheTerrorist and Disruptive Activi- 
ties (Prevention) Act. This aspect has to be 
borne in mind. 

SHRl SOBHANA GREESWARA RAO 
VADDE (Vijayawada): Mr. Chairman. Sir, I 
rise to express my disapproval to the Terror- 
ist and Disruptive Activities (Prevention) 
Amendment Ordinance, 1991 and the 
Amendment Bill that has been brought for- 
ward by the hon. Minister. 

While introducing the original Bill. the 
then Government said that they woukl be 
able to control the activities of the terrorists 
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[Sh. Sobhana Dreeswara Rao Vadde] 

in just two years. Again it was extended by 
two years and now again the Government 
has come forward with a request for exten- 
sion for another two years. 

Actually, there is every possibility of 
misuse of such laws. Just now Shri Chitta 
Basu was telling about some instance, the 
case of one Nirmal Singh who was arrested 
under TADA Act because he was fighting 
against the ocorruption in that area. He was 
fighting for social justice and against certain 
misdeed of the people in the Administration. 
Annoyed with this, he was arrested. There 
may beother instances in someother States. 
I am told that in Rajasthan, in Kotaarea also, 
people belonging to a particular community 
were arrested in good number. 

I would like to know from the hon. Min- 
ister whether a study has been made to find 
out whether this Terrorist and Disruptive 
Activities (Prevention) Act has been mis- 
used by either persons in the administrative 
set up or in the political arena to victimise or 
restrict the activities of their political adver- 
saries. The Government should take care of 
such things. We have had avery bitter expe- 
rience earlier. Just to negate a particular 
judgement of the High Court, the draconian 
law, Maintenance of Internal Security Act 
was passed. The persons who fought for 
freedom of this country who suffered in the 
jails for several years for the cause of free- 
dornpeople like Shri Morarji Desai, Shri 
Advani, Shri AB. Vajpayee, Shri George 
F emandes and such other people-who shed 
so much of their sweat and bkod for this 
country were put behind the bars. They were 
d put behind bars. We had such b ie r  
experience. Several trade union leaders, 
kisan leaders, and several people were 
detained under that MlSA just to see that the 
chair of a particular person is not disturbed. 

Now this TADA has been brought. I 
would like to know how far you have suc- 
ceded after twinging this TADA nearly four 
years bat% and whether the dwil ies ol 
there terrorists and these anti-national ele- 

ments have come down in Punjab or in 
Jammu and Kashmir or elsewhere? 

I feel very much because as days pass 
on, it appears that these activities of the 
terrorists are increasing and they are acquir- 
ing very very sophisticated arms. They are 
able to use rockets and latest electronic 
equipment with precision not only in a re- 
mote area but even in the capital town of 
Srinagar in Jammu and Kashmir or in sev- 
eral parts of Punjab. 

My submission is, only your arms or 
your forces will not silence these terrorists. 
You must weaken the terrorists. You must 
strengthen the political forces in that State 
who do not subscribe to these terrorists 
views. 

As Members of Eighth Lok Sabha, we 
had very bitter experience. The Hon. Rash- 
trapathiji praised Barnalaji when he ad- 
dressed both Houses of this Parliament 
together in the central hall and called him a 
very great persons. Just after a few months, 
he has simply dismissed that Government. 
Mr. Barnala who was fighting against these 
terrorists was rewarded with adismissal, just 
because your wanted to get political mileage 
and because you were going to hold elec- 
tions in Haryana at that time. But you have 
failed to woothe electorate inflaryana. They 
had very b ie r  experience of your tricks. 
Their democratic rights were vetoed by 
means of defections. The great was a mas- 
ter of that. He was always negating the 
people's verdict. As a last resort, by dismiss- 
ing the Akali Dal Barnala Government, you 
thought that the people of Haryana will vote 
to you. But the people of Haryana are quite 
wise enough and they did not vote to you. 

My submission is aparl from your mili- 
tary operations, or your operations through 
Police and other machinery, you must try at 
the same time to k ing a change in Punjabor 
Jammu and Kashmir or Assam or any other 
State through a dinerent channel also. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: You mentbnda name 
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and said he encouraged defections. The 
name will not go on record. 

SHRl SOBHANA DREESWARA RAO 
VADDE: I leave it to you. 

I hope our present Home Minister Shri 
Chavanji will seriously make efforts to bring 
such type of change. The other day he was 
saying that he will visit Punjab, Kashmir and 
such disturbed areas and talk to the people 
and bring change. 

I would like to say that the situation in 
Andhra Pradesh is also not very happy. The 
hon. Home Minister must be quite aware of 
it. There also these terrorists are having lot of 
links'with the Naxalites there. 

14.00 hrs. 

They are receiving very very sophisti- 
cated arms. I would like to say that because 
of their anger, their hatred, their anguish 
towardsthe then TDP Government, the N.T. 
Rama Rao's Government, unfortunately we 
believe the leaders of the Congress (I) Party 
must have had some understanding with the 
Naxalites there who, in turn, helped the 
Congress (I) party in the 1989 Assembly 
elections where they were able to see that 
the Congress (I) won the election and formed 
theGovernment. You knowthe position. The 
then Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh was 
very very lenient towards these Naxalites 
people and these Naxalites, these very 
people are having connection with the terror- 
ists, with the anti-national elements. They 
have procured very large quantity of arms 
including AK-47 rifles. They threaten the 
business people, they threaten the industri- 
alists and ask: "Give us one AK-47, give us 
two AK-47s." 

In this connection, I want to tell that the 
other day also they were able to kill a very 
large number of police people in Andhra 
Pradesh because of which the morale of the 
police forces is also mming down. What I 
want to bring to the noticed theGovernment 
is that not only in the letter, the Bill that is 
important but your intention, your commit- 
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ment that is all the more important. 

Sir, in Hyderabad City a lot of distur- 
bances had taken place. In the very pres- 
ence of the police people, a lot of things were 
done. But no action was taken. Just to bring 
a change of a Chief Minister, few hundreds 
ofpeople were killed. What action wastaken 
against such people? Are not such of these 
incidents encouraging these terrorists and 
anti-national elements to play their own 
games when such people in power both at 
the Centre as well as in the State areleft 
untouched? Such things happened only to 
just bring a change of a Chief Minister. After 
all, you can represent your High Command 
and you have every right to ask for achange. 
But killing of innocent people, inciting vio- 
lence in a very large scale are not good 
things. These things are going to have a lot 
of impact. So, I appeal to the Government to 
see that such incidents do not take place 
again at a larger scale. I hope this Govern- 
ment and especially our Home Minister Shri 
Chavan will be able to'succeed in curtailing 
these activities of these terrorists. There- 
fore, I hope that this Government will not 
require extension of this Terrorist and Dis- 
ruptive Activities (Prevention) Act, 1987 
anymore. 

SHRl RAMA KRISHNA KONATHALA 
(Anakapalli): Sir, Shri Sobhanadreeswara 
Rao has just now said that the then Chief 
Minister of Andhra Pradesh joined hands 
with the anti-social elements and their re- 
sponse for that. What about his party people 
joining hands with the Naxalites and ad- 
dressing the last elections on a common 
platform? (Interruptions) 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Let us not involve in 
this kind of a debate because it is aquestion 
of time before us. 

SHRl RAMA KRISHNA KONATHALA: 
He is the man who is responsible for the 
Naxalite Movement in Andhra Pradesh. 
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SHRl SOBHANADREESWARA RAO 
VADDE: Not at all It is a well-known fact. 
(htenuptions) 

SHRl P.C. CHACKO (Triihur): He has 
said that you have shared a common plat- 
form. You have to answer to that. (Intenup- 
-1 

MR. CHAIRMAN: On some other occa- 
sion you can raise this. Time is very short. 

(Interruptions) 

SHRl SOBHANADREESWARA RAO 
VADDE: Sir, I am on the verge of concluding 
my speech with a few words. My colleague 
has said something. It is a fact that your 
Congress Government was very very lenient 
and considerate to Naxalites for reasons 
best known to yoursetl because of which it 
has reached all-out proportions, the like of 
which never h w n e d  in the history of 
AndhraPradesh ...( Interruptions) I will finish 
now. 

Sir, with these words, I hape the hon. Min- 
ister will not insist on getting this Terrorist 
and Disruptive Activities (Prevention) Amend- 
ment Bill passed. 

SHRl GEORGE FERNANDES (Muzaffar- 
pur): Mr. Chairman, Sir, I rise to oppose this 
Bill. In the first instance, it was passed fortwo 
years. Thereafter, it was extended by two 
more years. Those two years have already 
elapsed and nowthe Government is trying to 
extend its validity for a further period of two 
years. All such legislations have been thrust 
upon the country from time to time. I would 
like to make a reference to the Preventive 
Detention Act which was moved and passed 
in 1952 in this very House. Mr. Kailashnath 
Katju happened to be the Home Minister at 
thal time. The opposition parties were op- 
posed to that legislation because the con- 
gress side was always authositasian, mo- 
nopdistic, individualistic and. it often worked 
keeping its interesl uppermost in its mind. 
Then Mr. Katjwhad defended theBill stating 
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that it was temporary measure only. 

Today, I would like to make a reference to 
a personality about whom people have dif- 
ferent views. Even I myself have no knowl- 
edge of his ideology. He is Shri Syama 
Prasad Mookerjee. He used to be a Member 
of this House and had opposed the above 
legislation tooth and nail. I request those 
hon. Members who support this legislation 
and used their articulate voices togothrough 
that particular speech of Mr. Mookerjee. In 
the course of his speech, he expressed this 
view. Those days, the naxalites and commu- 
nists had identical views. The communist 
ideology was not at all acceptable to the 
Congress, which was pro-capitalist. Though 
Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru spoke in favour of 
socialism, yet he worked forcapitalists. When 
Mr. Katju pointed out as to how the mmmu- 
nist parties had started a campaign against 
the above legislation, Mr. Mookerjee replied 
in the following words: 

[English] 

"I am no admirer of communists. Ideologi- 
cally, we differ. But so far as preventive 
detention law is concerned, I regard it as 
unjustified, illegitimate and against the con- 
cept of the rule of law." 

[ Translation] 

When the then hon. Home Minister said that 
it was only a temporary measure, Shri 
Mookerjee had given the above reply. 

[English] 

"The Home Minister says that this is only a 
temporary measure." 

[ Translation] 

Mr. Chavan, you must think over it, 

[English] 

The Home Minister says that ths is only a 
temporary measure and they will do it only 
for a short while. 
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Bengal. Why do you speak about Haryana 
only and ignore West Bengal? 

SHRl BASU DEB ACHARIA: There is 
nothing of this sort in Bengal. 

Nobody has been arrested in West 
Bengal under TADA. We must be assured 
that thiskt will not be misused used against 
the pohical opponents in Haryana. Those 
innucentpersons whoare underarrest under 

his Act either in Rabsthan or in Gujarat or 
anywhere else. they should be released. We 
wanta categorical assurance fmm the Home 
Minister. 

SHRl RAM NAlK : I will ask just one 
darif i i ion. This Act should not be applied 
to those who are neither terrorists nor ex- 
tremists. This is the demand of the House. A 
specific reply must come from the Govern- 
ment. The Government should give guide- 
lines that this Act should exclusively be used 
for extremists and terrorists only and no one 
else. 

SHRl SHAHABUDDIN SYED: 1 appeal 
to the Government that even at this late hour 

y may either withdraw the Bill or at least 
ive acategorical assurance that every single r 

case of TADA detainee shall be reviewed by 
the Home Minister within a period of three 
months. 

SHRl K. P. UNNlKRlSHNAN (Badagara) 
: The Bill which seeks to strengthen the long 
arm of the State against terrorist and d~srup- 
tive activities can only be specifically used 
for that purpose. Anything else would be a 
malafiie exerciseof power, as we have seen 
in the State of Haryana. where elected rep- 
resentatives of the people have been de- 
tained under this Act. This sort of thing, 
whether it is in West Bengal or Haryana or 
Kerala or anywhere eke. cannot be allowed 
to happen. That is not the purpose of th~s Bill 

as the Parliament undOfStand8 8. We want 
specific assurance f ~ w n  ths Home Mktlrffer. 
As the guardian of the StatUte-Pnd the 
House trust him as the guardian of the Stat- 
ute-he should see to it that il is not misused 
anywhere. 

SHRl SOBHANADREESWARA RAO 
VADDE : Madam, I seek a clarification. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: No please. We can- 
not go on like this. 

SHRl SOBHANADREESWARA RAO 
VADDE : I will seek only one small clarifica- 

tion When we have brought cedain informa- 
tion to your notice, you told us that you are 
not having ready infprmation. While reply- 
ing. You have now said that you will see to it 
that this Act is not misused. But I submit one 
point. When such instances where those 
innocent people not connected with terrorist 
and disruptive activities are arrested, are 
brought to your notice, you must see to it they 
are released immediately. And after their 
release, will the Government take necessary ( 
steps against those persons who are re- 
sponsible for arresting these innocent people, 
so that this Act will not be misused by others 
in the Years to come? Kindly assure us on 
this. 

(Interruptions)' 

MR. CHAIRMAN: I am not allowing you 

SHRl S. B. CHAVAN: Madam, I would 
like to assure this hon. House that TADA will 
be used specifically forthe purpose for which 
the Bill has been enacted. It cannot be used 
against the political opponents, it cannot be 
used against the normal activiitsof thetrade , 
unions. We will certainly not use it against 
the trade unionists. But if they havecommit- 
ted any offence which can beconsidered 'as' 
attracted to the provisions of 'TADA', then of 
course I cannot help it. But the guidelines will 
again be ~ssued to allthe State Governments 
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Machinery to execute his orders should work 
under him so that he may function effec- 
tively. I have seen in many districts that 
signboard of consumer court has been fixed 
outside the door of court room but other 
cases are heard in that court. This arrange- 
ment is not proper one. This court must have 

, a separate room with all the adequate facili- 
ties. Some state Governmentsfailto provide 
adequate facilities for want of money. Then 
it is the responsibility of Central Government 
and the National Commission on Consum- 
ers' Protection to look into the matter and 
ensure that statutory requirements under 
this Act are fulfilled in the states and it should 
also ensure that the aims and objectives- 
with which the machinery has been consti- 
tuted to protect the interests of consumers, 
to do justice to the all consumers, to make 
available pure and unadulterated commodi- 
ties at cheaper rates and on time ;re also 
fulfilled. This commission should take all 
care to see that the black-marketing is not 
encouraged in any way. For this purposes 
the central Government must establish 

, special courts in the country. A should give 
financial assistance to the states for estab- 
lishing such courts in their each district. 
What is more important is that there should 
be no political interference in the functioning 
of consumer protection courts because these 
courts are working for a good cause. These 
are working to safeguard the public interest 
and protect the consumers rights. There- 
fore, only those persons whose motive is 
service and who are active, honest, willing 
workers well acquainted with the fads and 
local circumstances and dedicated to their 
work and duty should be nominated as the 
members of such courts. Only then I think, 
these consumer courts would be more ac- 
tive and well organised and this amendment 
would have relevance otherwise there is no 
use of making laws. There must be a coordi- 
nation between theory and practice. Mere 
enactment of laws will not do anything, their 
implementation is more important. The 
people must feel it in reality. They may get 
justice when they kdge their complaints 
against the quality of the commodities sup- 
plied to them through a dishonest and 
fradulent manner. There must be redressed 
of their complaints. 

At last, Sir, through you I would like to 
say to the hon. Minister that at present as I 
have observed that the consumers associa- 
tions have bee constituted at the divisional 
head-quarters level only. How can we ex- 
pect from afarmeror ageneral citizen that he 
will present himself in such court after cover- 
ing the 40-50 milesdistanceon foot or spend- 
ing money on fare from his own pocket. It is 
very diificult for him to do so. I think such 
forums should be constituted at every dis- 
trict, Tehsil and block level and if we are 
really seriousabout thedecentralisation then 
such forums should be formed even at the 
Panchayat levels so that they can get protec- 
tion and the exploitations of the consumers 
whether it is social, mental, economicor it is 
in the name or prices and the non-availability 
of thecommodities intimecould bechecked. 

I would like to say in the last that if the 
proposed amendment in the consumer pro- 
tection act is made and implemented in the 
right perspective then this act would prove 
more effective and meaningful. 

[English] 

SHRI SOBHANADREESWARA- RAO 
VADDE (Vijayawada): Mr. Chairman, Sir, I 
have earlier given my notice of motion disap- 
proving the Ordinance. 

Now the hon. Minister has just now 
explained the circumstances under which 
this Ordinance was brought. H is becauseof 
the decision of the National Consumer Dm- 
putes Redressal Commission. 

But I feel that apart from meeting the 
requirement as per the decision of that Na- 
tional Consumer Disputes Redressal Com- 
mission, you could have incorporated some 
more amendments giving a comprehensive 
picture to this Amendment Bill. 

You know in December, 1986 when the 
then Minister Shri H.K.L. Bhagat wasthereis 
piloting this Consumer Protedion Bill. he 
accepted that the Bill is not acomprehensive 
one. He agreed so on the fkor of the House 
and he also said that as time fpssed, if m e  
deficiencies or bopholes are. obsetved. 
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certainly the Government will come forward 
with a necessary amendment to take care of 
such deficiencies. 

Unfortunately, today inthis Amendment 
Bill moved by the hon. Minister, that is not 
there. The present amendment is techni- 
cally, as he said, to meet this particular small 
change in the procedure to be foliowed by 
Consumers District Forums. 

I feel very sad because this Govern- 
ment should have taken care about the poor 
consumers of this country. More than four 
decades ago, Mahatma Gandhi has said this 
and it is now very relevant and I quote:- 

"A consumer is the most important 
~(sitw in our premises. He is not de- 
pendent on us. We are on him. He is 
not adisturbancetoourwork. He isthe 
purpose of it. We are not doing afavour 
to the consumer by giving the same 
opportunity. He is doing use a favour 
by giving us an opportunity." 

You are aware of these very precious 
words which were uttered by Mahatma 
Gandhi very long back. At that point of time, 
surely you will agree that the moral values 
were far better than at present time. 

I would like to bring to the notice of the 
Hon. Minister what Mr. H.K.L Bhagat said at 
that time and I quote:- 

"The intention of the Government is 
not to be satisfied with the present 
arrangement." 

The Government said that its intention 
was to go to the block-level, to go to the 
village-level also so that the consumers are 
enlightened about their rights and to take 
care of their interests. 

But till now we did not succeed in that. 
Somenow, the Government, it appears, is 
not very serious. Even after nearly 4-1 12 
years, on4 hall of the districts are having 

these District Forums. Unfortunately, today 
there is no limit to the greed of some traders. 
They are adding white sand in rice and in 
sugar and they are not hesitating to adulter- 
ate the life-saving drugs also. Somehow 
they want to make money at any cost. So R 
things are like that, the Government should 
have come forward with all necessary 
amendments. Right now, in this Consumer 
Protection Bill, there is no scope for interim 
relief. Suppose a consumer is affected and 
he gives a complaint. In that event, there is 
no interim relief. All people especially the 
poor people cannot wait for monthsor years 
together till the case is disposed of. Let the 
Government think of the circumstances 
where some interim relief could be given to 
the consumer depending upon the merit of 
the sase. 

Sir, today we are hearing of adulteration 
of pesticides. Lot of farmers are being 
cheated. They spend a lot of money out of 
their hard-earned money and hard-earned 
savings. They don't work well as a result of 
which the farmers losetheircrops. Nobody is 
compensating them. There is no wonder 
about it. You must be aware of the fact that 
even in respect of complex fertilizers, very 
costly variety of fertilizers, they are not of 
pure quality. The suppliersare mixing upone 
into the o!her to make a !ot of money. My 
suggestion is when such incidents come to 
your notice, take stringent action. Suppose, 
one consumer, one person finds fault with 
the supplier and prefers a complaint either 
with the District Forum or the State Forum. 
After due enquiry of all the procedure, that 
particular consumer may be compensated. 
But the fact is that he is the only one person 
who has given complaint. There are thou- 
sands of such people. There may be even 
lakhs of people who do not even prefer to 
give complaints because they may either be . , 
ignorant or they may not be aware of their 
rights or of this Consumer Protection Act and 
the mechanism that is connected with that 
and the relief they may be getting* Many 
people are illiterates. A lot of villagers do not 
have access to the nearest place where this 
District Forum meets. Therefore, when it is 
found that a manufacture or a trader has 
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deli irately supplied substandard quality 
goods to a particular consumer, the Con- 
sumer District Forum or the State Forum 
whatever it may be, must penalise that 
manufacturer or the supplier for supplying 
the substandard goods or deliberately adul- 
terating that particular product. He must be 

" penalised to that extent. It is not a question 
of giving mere relief to the individual con- 
sumer. That is what I want to submit to this 
Government. 

Sir, there are several incidents of sub- 
standard seeds supplied to the farmers. 
Severaltimes, we have raised it in this House 
also. With great hope and paying thousands 
of rupees, people purchase seeds but they 
are not good qulality seeds. They do not 
germinate at all. The result is that after 
spending precious time, the farmers w~l l  be 
put to very great loss. Your are also aware of 
this. Therefore, my submission is that the 
Government should come forward w~th a 
comprehensive (Amendment) Billtaking care 
of these deficiencies and stringent pun~sh- 

, ment should be given to such defaulters. 

Next, I think this Consumer Protection 
Act must be given wide coverage and propa- 
ganda through the media. Right at the 
moment some daily newspapers are giving 
certain columns educating the consumers 
that such and such thing happeneo !ike this 
at so and so place and the consumer could 

! get some relief; his right was protected. Like 
that, some newspapers are giving columns. 
I congratulate some newspapers for that. 
Nowadays the TV isthe most powerful media. 
It goes straight into the heart of the persons 
and the people. My suggestion to the Gov- 
ernment is that it must allocate some consid- 
erable time in the electronic media, espe- 
cially the TV to educate the consumers. In a 

'(country like America one single person by 
name Ralph Nader could fight the Automo- 
bile giant General Motors. He felt that a 
particular model of the General Motors car , was not in the interest of the consumers and 
heme he got it examined with some engi- 

t neers. Then he fought the case in various 
forums. Ultimately he succeeded in his mis- 
sion. In this country, with so much illiteracy, 

poverty--even 75 per cent of our people are 
living in the villagers-4heGovernment must 
come to our rescue. The Government must 
come to the rescue of the consumers and 
unless the Government comes tothe rescue 
of the consumers, there will not be any relief 
and justice. Justice delayed will be justice 
denied. Already five years have elapsed. I 
request the Government to take all neces- 
sary steps immediately. 

Section 14 also needs amendment. 1 
hope, the Government willcertainlycome up 
to remove all these deficiencies. I hope the 
hon. Minister will come forward with a com- 
prehensive Bi!l, if not in this session, at least 
in the next session. I urge upon the Govern- 
ment to take all necessary steps. 

SHRl SRIBALLAV PANIGRAHI (Deog- 
arh): Mr. Chairman, Sir, I support this Bill- 
the Consumer Protection (Amendment) Bill, 
1991-whicn is to amend the Consumer 
Protection Act of 1986. As you know, this Bill 
is intended to replace an ordinance. While 
participating in the discussion on this Bill, I 
recollect that it was our late beloved leader 
Rajivji whose anxiety for protection of the 
consumer's interest was responsible for this 
enactment. He was very keen to see that the 
consumers' interest are well protected and 
they are not subjected to all sorts of exploi- 
tation, cheat~ng etc. In an economy, it is not 
the manufacturer or the producer who mat- 
ters, rather it is the consumer who matters. 
The consumer matters much more than the 
producer or the manufacturer. In our coun- 
try, unfortunately, the consumer-because 
of ignorance, illiteracy and also the type of 
situation that is obtaining-is often exploited 
and cheated. It was definitely a good begin- 
ning made. But five year's time has elapsed 
meanwhile and not much satisfactory prog- 
ress has been achieved in this direction. 

Frankly speaking, the intention underly- 
ing this Bill is very very laudable. It is a 
Central Act. The Central Government are 
giving instructions, guidelines to the State 
Governments and it is for the State Govern- 
mentsto implement it inthe field by constitut- 
ing committees or commissions or any other 


